
LITURGY OF HOLY EUCHARIST 
Wednesday of the Third Week in Ordinary Time 

January 26, 2021 
C – Celebrant D - Deacon A - Assisting Minister L – Lector  R – Response 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We are a community of the Triune God, nourished by Word and Sacrament, sent forth by the Holy Spirit into the 
Grantville community and beyond to share the life-changing news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed. 


GATHERING 
*INVOCATION 
  We make the sign of the cross in remembrance of our Baptism.  

C: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, ☩ and of the Holy Spirit. 
 R: Amen. 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 
C: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

 R: And also with you.  

*PENITENTIAL RITE 
C: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

  Silence for reflection. 
R: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, and to you, my 
brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by 
my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to 
have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. 

C: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting 
life. 

 R: Amen. 

*LORD, HAVE MERCY  
 C: Lord, have mercy.                       R: Lord, have mercy. 
 C: Christ, have mercy.          R: Christ, have mercy. 
 C: Lord, have mercy.                       R: Lord, have mercy. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
C: Let us pray.  Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to teach 
with authority. Anoint us with the power of your Spirit, that we, too, may bring good 
news to the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God,  forever and ever. R: Amen.  
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WORD 
FIRST READING Hebrews 10:11-18 
            L: A reading from Hebrews.  

 And every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same 
sacrifices that can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single 
sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” and since then has been waiting “until 
his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” For by a single offering he has perfected for 
all time those who are sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, “This is 
the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in 
their hearts, and I will write them on their minds,” he also adds, “I will remember their sins and 
their lawless deeds no more.” Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering 
for sin.	


	 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 R: Thanks be to God.  
  

PSALM 110:1-4  
 The Lord says to my lord, “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies your 
footstool.” The Lord sends out from Zion your mighty scepter. Rule in the midst of your foes. 
Your people will offer themselves willingly on the day you lead your forces on the holy 
mountains. From the womb of the morning, like dew, your youth will come to you. The Lord has 
sworn and will not change his mind, “You are a priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek.”  

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
R: Alleluia, Alleluia. Jesus preached the Gospel of the Kingdom and cured every 
disease among the people. Alleluia, Alleluia.  

 C: The Lord be with you. 
 R: And also with you. 

  C: A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.  
 R: Glory to you, O Lord. 
           We make the sign of the cross with our right thumb on our forehead, lips, and heart to symbolize the 
             gospel being present in our minds, on our lips, and in our hearts.  
  

*GOSPEL READING          Mark 4:1-20		
	 Again he began to teach beside the sea. Such a very large crowd gathered around him that 
he got into a boat on the sea and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the sea on the 
land. He began to teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to 
them: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the 
birds came and ate it up. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and it 
sprang up quickly, since it had no depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it was scorched; and 
since it had no root, it withered away. Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked it, and it yielded no grain. Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing 
up and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” And he said, “Let anyone 
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with ears to hear listen!” When he was alone, those who were around him along with the twelve 
asked him about the parables. And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the 
kingdom of God, but for those outside, everything comes in parables; in order that ‘they may 
indeed look, but not perceive, and may indeed listen, but not understand; so that they may not 
turn again and be forgiven.’” And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? Then 
how will you understand all the parables? The sower sows the word. These are the ones on the 
path where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word 
that is sown in them. And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: when they hear the word, 
they immediately receive it with joy. But they have no root, and endure only for a while; then, 
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall away. And 
others are those sown among the thorns: these are the ones who hear the word, but the cares of 
the world, and the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things come in and choke the word, and 
it yields nothing. And these are the ones sown on the good soil: they hear the word and accept it 
and bear fruit, thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 R: Praise to you, O Christ.  

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    
 C: We have heard the word of God proclaimed to us. He sees our sincere efforts to lead   
 good lives and once again we ask him for his help.   
   Silence for reflection.  

 A: That the Church of God will fearlessly call people to repentance and belief in the   
 Good News, let us pray to the Lord. 
 R: O God, hear us. 

A: That, like it citizens of Nineveh, people will believe in God and renounce their evil 
behavior, let us pray to the Lord. 

 R: O God, hear us. 

 A: That men and women will follow Christ and, as missionaries, become true “fishers of   
 people”, let us pray to the Lord. 
 R: O God, hear us. 

 A: That in this passing world we will hold on to the eternal truths of the Good News of   
 Christ and his Church, let us pray to the Lord. 
 R: O God, hear us. 

 A: That those who have died may enter into the Kingdom of God, let us pray to the Lord.  
 R: O God, hear us.  

 C: Father, hear the prayers of your people. Do not look on our sinful ways, but show us   
 your gentle mercy. We ask this, through Christ our Lord.  
 R: Amen.  
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*OFFERING PRAYERS 
C: Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread 
to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the 
bread of life. 

 R: Blessed be God forever.  

C: By the mystery of this water and wine may we come to share in the divinity of Christ, 
who humbled himself to share in our humanity.  

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to 
offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink. 

 R: Blessed be God forever. 

C: Lord God, we ask you to receive us and be pleased with the worship we offer you with 
humble and contrite heart. 

Lord, wash away my iniquity; cleanse me from my sin. 

C: Pray brothers and sisters that my sacrifice of praise and yours may be acceptable   
 to God the almighty Father. 

R: May the Lord accept our sacrifice of praise for the glory of his name, for our 
good, and the good of all his holy Church 

 C: Lord, receive our gifts. Let your grace make us holy and bring us salvation. Grant this   
 through Christ our Lord. 
 R: Amen. 

DIALOGUE 
 C: The Lord be with you. 
 R: And also with you. 
 C: Lift up your hearts. 
 R: We lift them to the Lord. 
 C: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 R: It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

*PREFACE 
C: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks 
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.  And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
R: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 C: You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness; 
  you bring light from darkness, life from death, speech from silence. 
 We worship you for our lives and for the world you give us. 
 We thank you for the new world to come 
  and for the love that will rule all in all. 
 We praise you for the grace shown to Israel, your chosen, 
  the people of your promise: 
  the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, 
  the memory of the fathers, the homecoming from exile, 
  and the prophets' words that will not be in vain. 
 In all this we bless you for your only-begotten Son, 
  who fulfilled and will fulfill all your promises. 

On the night he was betrayed,  
  he took bread and gave you thanks and praise. 
 He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
 Take this, all of you, and eat it:  
  this is my body which will be given up for you.  

When supper was ended, he took the cup. 
 Again he gave you thanks and praise,  
  gave the cup to his disciples, and said: 
 Take this, all of you, and drink from it: 
  this is the cup of my blood, 
  the blood of the new and everlasting covenant.  
 It will be shed for you and for many so that sins may be forgiven.  

Do this in memory of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

  we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 R: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 C: Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 
  we remember the incarnation of your Son: 
  his human birth and the covenant he made with us. 
 We remember the sacrifice of his life: 
  his eating with outcasts and sinners, and his acceptance of death. 
 But chiefly on this day we remember his rising from the tomb, 
  his ascension to the seat of power, 
  and his sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit. 
 We cry out for the resurrection of our lives, 
  when Christ will come again in beauty and power 
  to share with us the great and promised feast. 
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 Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
  that we and all who share in this bread and cup  
  may be united in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
  may enter the fullness of the kingdom of heaven, 
  and may receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
 Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes 
as victorious Lord of all. 

 Through him, with him, in him,  
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
  all glory and honor is yours,  
  almighty Father, forever and ever. 
 R: Amen. 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Savior gave us.  

  R: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

              C: Deliver us, Lord, from every evil, and grant us peace in our day. In your mercy keep  
             us from sin and protect us from all anxiety as we wait in joyful hope for the coming of  
             our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
             R: Amen. 

*PEACE 
 C: Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles; I leave you peace, my peace I give you.   
 Look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and grant us the peace and unity of   
 your kingdom where you live forever and ever. 
 R: Amen.  

 C: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 R: And also with you. 
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*LAMB OF GOD 
 R: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

*FRACTION 
C: This the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Happy are those who are   

 called to his supper. 
R: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be 
healed.  

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER 
A: My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love you 
above all things and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were 
already there, and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen. 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 C: Let us pray.  God, all-powerful Father, may the new life you give us increase our love   
 and keep us in the joy of your kingdom. We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.  
 R: Amen. 

SENDING 
*BLESSING 
 C: The Lord be with you. 
 R: And also with you. 
  We make the sign of the cross as God blesses us this day.  
 C: May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, ☩ and the Holy Spirit. 
 R: Amen. 

*DISMISSAL 
 C: The Worship is ended, go in peace. 
 R: Thanks be to God. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

THOSE SERVING TODAY: 
Celebrant/Homilist     The Rev. W. L. Barnes, III, STS 
Assisting Minister/Lector    Gen Whitehaus 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

STEWARDSHIP/GIVING (through December 31, 2020) 
2020 Approved Budget $231,180.00 

 Income: $215,465.24 Love of Family 2020 Contributions: $5,157 
 Expenses: $214,545.85 Local Food Pantry 2020 Contributions: $3,311 
 Surplus: $919.39 Disaster Relief 2020 Contributions: $3,467 
  Capital Improvement 2020 Contributions: $19,495 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

At the Parish Council meeting on 1/12, it was decided to re-open the church on 2/1. Worship 
times will be Sundays at 9 and 11am as well as Wednesdays at 9am by reservation only. Sunday 
School will meet at 10am for 40 minutes (Children and Youth in Social Hall and Adult in the 
Nave). Please contact the Church Office each week to let us know which worship time you will 
attend (limited to 25 persons).  

Epiphany House Blessings may be scheduled between now and 2/14. Due to the pandemic, 
we will gather outside of your home for a short blessing. Please contact Fr. Barnes to schedule a 
time.  

If you would like a piece of blessed chalk to “chalk” your front entry with the Magi 
Blessing (20+C+M+B+21) please contact the Church Office.  

Easter Flower orders are now being taken:  Lilies, 3 bulb hyacinths, and tulips are available 
for $8 each. Please call, mail, or drop off orders to the Church office any time through 2/19.  We 
must have the orders by that date. Call Kathy Espenshade @ 717-469-0895 with questions or 
orders. Leave a message and she will call you back. 

SHELLS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A congregation of the Lower Susquehanna Synod of the ELCA 

287 Shells Church Rd. 
Grantville, PA 17028 

Office phone: 717-469-2586 
Church website: www.shellschurch.org 

The Rev. W. L. Barnes, III, STS, Pastor 
Cell: 717-870-4505 

Email: fatherbarnes3@gmail.com 
Barbara Dupler, Director of Music 

Email: scdbjd@aol.com 
Administrative Assistant 

Email: shellsadmin@shellschurch.org 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Visit us on Facebook and “like” our church page: 
Shells Evangelical Lutheran Church 

We have WiFi! 
Network Name: ShellsLutheran 

Password: GodIsAwesome (case-sensitive)
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