
LITURGY OF HOLY EUCHARIST 
The Second Sunday of Advent 

December 5, 2021 
C – Celebrant D - Deacon A - Assistant L – Lector  R – Response 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We are a community of the Triune God, nourished by Word and Sacrament, sent forth by the Holy Spirit into the 
Grantville community and beyond to share the life-changing news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed.  

During this time of increased uncertainty with the COVID-19 variant we encourage you to wear a mask.  

GATHERING 
WELCOME 
PRELUDE                    “Gloria” Shells Bells 
*GATHERING HYMN    “Prepare the Royal Highway”   Hymn #264 
*INVOCATION 
  We make the sign of the cross in remembrance of our Baptism.  

C: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, ☩ and of the Holy Spirit. 
 R: Amen. 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 
C: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

 R: And also with you.  

*PENITENTIAL RITE 
C: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

  Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 C: Most merciful God, 
 R: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have   
 sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what   
 we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
 our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on   
 us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
 your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
 C: God, the Father of mercies, through the death and resurrection of his Son has    
 reconciled the world to himself and sent the Holy Spirit among us for the forgiveness of   
 sins; through the ministry of the Church may God give you pardon and peace, and I   
 absolve you from your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, ☩ and of the Holy   
 Spirit. 
	 	 We make the sign of the cross as God forgives us this day.

 R: Amen.  
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*LORD, HAVE MERCY 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 C: Let us pray.  Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his   
 coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our   
 Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 
 ever. 
 R: Amen. 
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*LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE  Insert 
Please be seated. 

WORD 
FIRST READING Malachi 3:1-4 
            L: A reading from Malachi. 
 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—
indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and 
who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as 
a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of 
Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 R: Thanks be to God.  

PSALM Luke 1:68-79 (sung responsively)  
 Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel, 
 you have come to your people and | set them free. 
 You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior, 
 born of the house of your | servant David.  
 Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us | from our enemies, 
 from the hands of | all who hate us, 
 to show mercy | to our forebears, 
 and to remember your | holy covenant. 
 This was the oath you swore to our | father Abraham: 
 to set us free from the hands of our | enemies, 
 free to worship you | without fear, 
 holy and righteous before you, all the days | of our life. 
 And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High, 
 for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way, 
 to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation 
 by the forgiveness | of their sins. 
 In the tender compassion | of our God 
 the dawn from on high shall | break upon us, 
 to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shad- | ow of death, 
 and to guide our feet into the | way of peace.  

  3



SECOND READING            Philippians 1:3-11 
 L: A reading from Philippians. 
 I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of 
my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by 
the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me 
in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the 
defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 
compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 
with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ 
you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 This is the Word of the Lord.   
 R: Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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 C: The Lord be with you. 
 R: And also with you. 
  C: A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke. 
 R: Glory to you, O Lord. 
           We make the sign of the cross with our right thumb on our forehead, lips, and heart to symbolize the 
              gospel being present in our minds, on our lips, and in our hearts.  

*GOSPEL READING            Luke 3:1-6 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is 
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the 
rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 R: Praise to you, O Christ.  

HOMILY 

*HYMN OF THE DAY            “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” Hymn #249 
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*NICENE CREED                  
 I believe in one God,  
 the Father Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth  
 and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God,  
 begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
 God of God, Light of Light,  
 very God of very God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 being of one substance with the Father,  
 by whom all things were made;  
 who for us and for our salvation  
 came down from heaven  
  We bow our heads in honor of the mystery of the Incarnation.

 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit  
 of the Virgin Mary and was made man;  
	 	 Our heads are raised.

 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
 He suffered and was buried.  
 And the third day he rose again  
 according to the Scriptures  
 and ascended into heaven  
 and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
 And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,  
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the Lord and Giver of Life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,  
 who spoke by the prophets.  
 And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church,  
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,  
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead  
 and the life of the world to come.  
 Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    
 C: John the Baptist proclaimed that “All flesh will see the salvation of God.” Therefore,   
 we pray confidently for the needs of all God’s children.  
  A brief silence.  
 C: That the Church may be pure and blameless in all her members, let us pray to the   
 Lord. 
 R: O God, hear us. 
 C: That those who direct our lives by laws may always seek the  good of all men, women   
 and children, let us pray to the Lord. 
 R: O God, hear us. 
 C: That people without faith may discover that the Lord has done great things for us, and   
 be filled with joy, let us pray to the Lord. 
 R: O God, hear us. 
 C: That our hopes for world peace may be fulfilled as the Lord leads us to Christmas, let   
 us pray to the Lord. 
 R: O God, hear us. 
 C: That the eternal light of salvation may shine upon those who have died, let us pray to   
 the Lord 
 R: O God, hear us. 
 C: Almighty and merciful God, for you all things are possible; fulfill our hopes and   
 intentions, as we confidently pray to you, through Christ our Lord.  
 R: Amen.  

Please be seated while the bread and wine are brought forward for consecration and the offering is collected. 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY            
 Please stand as you are able.  

*PRESENTATION HYMN           “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”          Hymn #490 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
 C: Pray brothers and sisters that my sacrifice of praise and yours may be acceptable to   
 God the almighty Father. 

R: May the Lord accept our sacrifice of praise for the glory of his name, for our 
good, and the good of all his holy Church. 

 C: Lord, we are nothing without you. As you sustain us with your mercy, receive our   
 prayers and offerings. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
 R: Amen. 
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*DIALOGUE
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*PREFACE 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 C: Father, you are holy indeed, 
 and all creation rightly gives you praise. 
 All life, all holiness comes from you 
 through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 by the working of the Holy Spirit. 
 From age to age you gather a people to yourself, 
 so that from east to west  
 a perfect offering may be made  
 to the glory of your name. 
 And so, Father, we bring you these gifts. 
 We ask you to make them holy by the power of your Spirit. 
 that they may become the body and blood  
 of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 at whose command we celebrate this eucharist. 
 On the night he was betrayed,  
 he took bread and gave you thanks and praise. 
 He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
 Take this, all of you, and eat it:  
 this is my body which will be given up for you. 
    When supper was ended, he took the cup. 
 Again he gave you thanks and praise,  
 gave the cup to his disciples, and said: 
 Take this, all of you, and drink from it: 
 this is the cup of my blood, 
 the blood of the new and everlasting covenant.  
 It will be shed for you and for many so that sins may be forgiven. 
 Do this in memory of me. 
    Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 C: Father, calling to mind the death your Son  
 endured for our salvation,  
 his glorious resurrection and ascension into heaven, 
 and ready to greet him when he comes again, 
 we offer you in thanksgiving our sacrifice of praise. 
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 Look with favor on your Church,  
 and see the Victim whose death has reconciled us to yourself. 
 Grant that we, who are nourished by his body and blood, 
 may be filled with his Holy Spirit, 
 and become one body, one spirit in Christ.  
 May he make us an everlasting gift to you 
 and enable us to share in the inheritance of your saints, 
 with Mary the virgin Mother of God; 
 with the apostles, the martyrs, and all your saints. 
 Strengthen in faith and love your pilgrim Church on earth; 
 you servant Elizabeth our Presiding Bishop, 
 James our Bishop, and all the bishops, 
 with the clergy and the entire people 
 your Son has gained for you. 
 Father, hear the prayers of the family you have  
 gathered here before you. 
 In mercy and love unite all your children  
 wherever they may be. 
 Welcome into your kingdom our departed brothers and sisters, 
 and all who have left this world in your friendship. 
 We hope to enjoy forever the vision of your glory, 
 through Christ our Lord, 
 from whom all good things come. 
   Through him, with him, in him,  
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
 all glory and honor is yours,  
 almighty Father, forever and ever. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Savior gave us.  

 R: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

              C: Deliver us, Lord, from every evil, and grant us peace in our day. In your mercy keep  
             us from sin and protect us from all anxiety as we wait in joyful hope for the coming of  
             our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
             R: Amen. 

*PEACE 
 C: Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles; I leave you peace, my peace I give you.   
 Look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and grant us the peace and unity of   
 your kingdom where you live forever and ever. 
 R: Amen.  

 C: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 R: And also with you. 
 C: Let us offer each other the sign of peace.  

Please remain standing after sharing the Peace. 
   We recommend not shaking hands or embracing at this time but acknowledging your nearby brothers and   
 sisters in Christ in a socially distanced way. Family units may share the Peace as they wish. 
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*LAMB OF GOD  

*FRACTION 
C: This the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Happy are those who are   

 called to his supper. 
R: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be 
healed.  

Please be seated.  

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER (for those viewing via live-stream) 
A: My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love you 
above all things and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were 
already there, and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 All baptized Christians who acknowledge the Real Presence of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Bread and Wine 
 are welcome to receive the Sacrament. Directions for distribution are found in the announcements section   
 of this bulletin. If you would prefer a blessing come forward and cross your arms over your chest.  
 Taste and see that the Lord is good! 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 “Blessed Be the God of Israel”           Hymn #250 
 “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness”           Hymn #255 
 “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”           Hymn #256 

Please rise at the direction of the Celebrant. 
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*POST-COMMUNION HYMN     

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 C: Let us pray. Father, you give us food from heaven. Teach us to live by your wisdom   
 and to love the things of heaven  by our sharing in this mystery. Grant this through Christ   
 our Lord. 
 R: Amen. 

SENDING 
*BLESSING 
 C: The Lord be with you. 
 R: And also with you. 
  We make the sign of the cross as God blesses us this day.  
 C: May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, ☩ and the Holy Spirit. 
 R: Amen.  

*SENDING HYMN                            “Hark, the Glad Sound!”  Hymn #239 
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*DISMISSAL 
 C: The Worship is ended, go in peace. 
 R: Thanks be to God. 

*POSTLUDE 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

THOSE SERVING TODAY: 
Celebrant/Homilist The Rev. W. L. Barnes, III, STS 
Assistant    Karlene Jaggan 
Lector                     Riley Gonzales 
Communion Assistant  Carol Gordon 
Crucifer            Jacob Mende 
Torch bearers               Gabe and Riley Gonzales 
Banner Bearer                            Jordan Frye 
Book Bearer                Douglass Howard 
Greeters         Rich and Nadine Espenshade 
Ushers          Lexi Frye and Evelyn Mende 
Prayers                  Emily Duper and Mary Shellenberger  
Organist      Barbara Dupler 
Cantor Erica Strang 
Advent Wreath Lighting Erica Strang, Douglass and Alfred 
Altar Guild Raelene Smith, Diana Budd, Sandy Mader 
______________________________________________________________________________

THOSE SERVING NEXT WEEK: 
Celebrant/Homilist The Rev. W. L. Barnes, III, STS 
Assistant    Sherry Ulsh 
Lector           Lisa Lugovich 
Communion Assistant Megan Frye 
Greeters/Ushers         Tom & Sandy Mader 
Organist      Barbara Dupler 
Cantor Diane Gotshall 
Advent Wreath Lighting Riley Gonzales 
Altar Guild Louise Murphy & Karen Gussler 

STEWARDSHIP/GIVING (October 31, 2021) 
2021 Approved Budget $246,000.00 

 Income: $186,951.45  Love of Family 2021 Contributions: $2,565 
 Expenses: $183,679.27 Local Food Pantry 2021 Contributions: $3120 
  Capital Improvement 2021 Contributions: $32,356 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
COMMUNION DISTRUBUTION INSTRUCTIONS: 
Beginning with the front pews, form one line and make your way down the center aisle. Please pick up a communion 
glass from the tray on your right. Receive our Lord Jesus’ Body from the Celebrant and, according to where you are 
seated, receive his Precious Blood from the Assistant and consume both elements. Please place your used 
communion glass in the tray on the table and return to your seat by the side aisle. 

• Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by Steve & Kathy Espenshade in honor of Craig 
& Morgan’s 5th wedding anniversary. 

• We will be welcoming new members on the Third Sunday of Advent (December 12 at 
9am). If you have found Shells Church to be the place for your spiritual needs and a beacon to 
share the Gospel of Christ, please contact the Church Office. In turn, if you have found 
another parish to gather with the faithful, we would like to wish you farewell and 
Godspeed. Please contact the Church Office to let us know. “Bless now, O God, the 
journey…” 

• Christmas Poinsettia orders are due by December 10th.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Kathy Espenshade, 717-469-0895. 

• The Annual Congregational and 2022 Budget Meeting will be held after Worship today. 
Please plan on attending the meeting and staying for our first-annual “Shells-Giving” dinner. 
After the meal the children and youth (and young at heart) will be making altar bread for the 
Christmas Eve liturgies. Please sign up in the Narthex to bring a side-dish.  

• Youth Group will meet tonight from 5-7pm to bake cookies for the Racetrack and 
homebound members. Please sign up in the Narthex.  

• Adult Sunday School is again collecting toiletry items for the Racetrack Christmas 
Project. We will need 35 of each of the following items. Bath towels, Wash cloth, Soap, 
Toothbrushes, Tooth paste, Deodorant, Razors, Shaving cream, Combs, Chap stick, Shampoo, 
and boxes of Tissues. Donations can be placed in the Narthex or in the Social Hall by 
December 7th. We will assemble kits on December 12 after Worship. 

• Advent Vespers and Soup Supper will be  December 8, December 15, and December 22 at 
6:15pm. Please sign up to bring a soup in the Narthex.  

• Altar Guild will be putting together Christmas cookie plates and gifts for our shut-ins on 
December 19, immediately following Worship in the Sacristy. Your cookie donation would 
be appreciated. Please see Kathy Espenshade with any questions. 
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• The Grantville Community Live Nativity will be held at Fabes Corner; The Intersection of 
743 and Rt. 22. This is a Community Live Nativity and will only be a successful way of 
reaching out to all who pass by this location if we have enough people to participate. Please 
mark your calendars for December 10, 11, 12, 17, 18 and 19.  The production is from 7:00 - 
8:30.  Those who are participating should arrive at 6:30 to get dressed and find what part you 
will be filling. Any questions or to sign up please call Jo Kuhns 717-329-4444.  If you don't 
know ahead of time please don't stay away we take walk-ins every night.  It is always nice to 
have a few extra Shepherds but never good to not have enough Kings.  No lines to learn and 
you can wear as many warm clothes under your costume as you want. Please come to 
participate or listen and watch. 

• The 2022 Altar Flower sign up sheet is available in the narthex. Please remember to fill out 
a purple form for the dedication.   

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
This week at Shells: 

December 5 at 9am - Liturgy of Holy Eucharist  
The Second Sunday of Advent 

Children in Worship 
Annual Congregational Meeting 

Shells-Giving Holiday Meal 
Altar Bread baking 

5-7pm Youth Group Cookie baking 
December 6 at 6:30pm Bible Study 

December 8 at 10am - Liturgy of Holy Eucharist 
Wednesday in the Second Week of Advent 
December 1 at 5:45pm Soup Supper  

December 8 at 7pm - Advent Vespers 
December 9 at 7pm Senior Choir 
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Worship Assistant Schedule for Advent and Christmas 
Advent Wreath 
 Advent I - November 28: The Frye Family 
 Advent I Vespers - December 1: Volunteer Needed 
 Advent II - December 5: Erica Strang 
 Advent II Vespers - December 8: Volunteer Needed 
 Advent III - December 12: Riley Gonzales 
 Advent III Vespers - December 15: Volunteer Needed 
 Advent IV - December 19: JoAnne Manchester 
 Advent IV Vespers - December 22: Volunteer Needed 

Christmas Eve at 7pm 
 Assistant: Karen Gussler 
 Communion Assistant: Megan Frye 
 Crucifer: Anna Holler 
 Torch bearers: Emily Duper and Mary Shellenberger 
 Banner Bearer: Gabe Gonzales 
 Book Bearer: Jacob Mende 
 Greeters: Joe and Diana Budd 
 Ushers: Evelyn Mende, Douglass Howard, Anna Vincenza, and Lillian Margaret 
 Lector: Riley Gonzales 
 Prayers: Emily Duper and Mary Shellenberger  

Christmas Eve at 10:30pm 
 Assistant: Karlene Jaggan 
 Communion Assistant: Louise Murphy 
 Crucifer: Luke Holler 
 Torch bearers: Ellie Roush and Evan Dupler 
 Banner Bearer: Gen Whitehaus 
 Greeters/Ushers: Rick and Linda Blair 
 Lector: Brenda Frye 

Christmas Day at 10am 
 Assistant: Karelene Jaggan 
 Lector: Gen Whitehaus 

Please contact the Church Office if you are unable to serve in this capacity. 
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If you would like to order poinsettias for Christmas, please complete this 
order form.  Each plant will be choice of red or white plant and cost $10.00 each.  
Please make check out to “Altar Guild”.  Orders will need to be placed in the 
offertory plate or mailed to the church by December 10.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Kathy Espenshade at 717-469-0895. 

Given by:    _________________________________  

Number of Plants:  __________________________   

Color: Red  or  White 
In honor or memory of:  __________________   __ 
PLEASE CIRCLE ONE: TAKE flowers after service  –OR— DONATE & 
deliver to a Shells member.  Thank you. 
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SHELLS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A congregation of the Lower Susquehanna Synod of the ELCA 

287 Shells Church Rd. 
Grantville, PA 17028 

Office phone: 717-469-2586 
Church website: www.shellschurch.org 

The Rev. W. L. Barnes, III, STS, Pastor 
Cell: 717-870-4505 

Email: fatherbarnes3@gmail.com 
Barbara Dupler, Director of Music 

Email: scdbjd@aol.com 
Theresa Reidmiller, Administrative Assistant 

Email: shellsadmin@shellschurch.org 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Visit us on Facebook and “like” our church page: 
Shells Evangelical Lutheran Church 

We have WiFi! 
Network Name: ShellsLutheran 

Password: GodIsAwesome (case-sensitive)
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