
LITURGY OF HOLY EUCHARIST 
Wednesday of the Second Week of Easter 

April 14, 2021 
C – Celebrant D - Deacon A - Assistant L – Lector  R – Response 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We are a community of the Triune God, nourished by Word and Sacrament, sent forth by the Holy Spirit into the 
Grantville community and beyond to share the life-changing news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed. 


GATHERING 
*INVOCATION 
  We make the sign of the cross in remembrance of our Baptism.  

C: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, ☩ and of the Holy Spirit. 
 R: Amen. 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 
C: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

 R: And also with you.  

*PENITENTIAL RITE 
C: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

  Silence for reflection. 
 C: Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life: Lord have mercy. 
 R: Lord, have mercy. 
 C: Lord Jesus, your forgive our sins: Christ have mercy.  
 R: Christ have mercy. 
 C: Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body and blood: Lord, have mercy. 
 R: Lord, have mercy. 

C: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting 
life. 

 R: Amen.  

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 C: Let us pray.  God of mercy, you have filled us with the hope of resurrection by    
 restoring us to our original dignity. May we who relive this mystery each year come to   
 share it in perpetual love. Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives   
 and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 
 R: Amen.  
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WORD 
FIRST READING Acts: 5:17-26 
 L: A reading from Acts. 
 The high priest rose up and all his companions, that is, the party of the Sadducees, and, 
filled with jealousy, laid hands upon the Apostles and put them in the public jail. But during the 
night, the angel of the Lord opened the doors of the prison, led them out, and said, “Go and take 
your place in the temple area, and tell the people everything about this life.” When they heard 
this, they went to the temple early in the morning and taught. When the high priest and his 
companions arrived, they convened the Sanhedrin, the full senate of the children of Israel, and 
sent to the jail to have them brought in. But the court officers who went did not find them in the 
prison, so they came back and reported, “We found the jail securely locked and the guards 
stationed outside the doors, but when we opened them, we found no one inside.” When the 
captain of the temple guard and the chief priests heard this report, they were at a loss about them, 
as to what this would come to. Then someone came in and reported to them, “The men whom 
you put in prison are in the temple area and are teaching the people.” Then the captain and the 
court officers went and brought them, but without force, because they were afraid of being 
stoned by the people. 
 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 R: Thanks be to God.  

 PSALM 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
 L: Alleluia.  
 R: Alleluia. 
 L: I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall be ever in my mouth. Let my soul   
 glory in the LORD; the lowly will hear me and be glad.  
 R: Alleluia.  
 L: Glorify the LORD with me, let us together extol his name. I sought the LORD, and he   
 answered me and delivered me from all my fears.  
 R: Alleluia.  
 L: Look to him that you may be radiant with joy, and your faces may not blush with 
 shame. When the poor one called out, the LORD heard, and from all his distress he saved 
 him.  
 R: Alleluia.  
 L: The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them. Taste   
 and see how good the LORD is; blessed the man who takes refuge in him.  
 R: Alleluia. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 R: Alleluia, alleluia. God so love the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, so   
 that everyone who believes in him might have eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.  
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 C: The Lord be with you.  
 R: And also with you.  
 C: A reading from the holy gospel according to John. 
 R: Glory to you, O Lord.  
         We make the sign of the cross with our right thumb on our forehead, lips, and heart to symbolize the              
  gospel being present in our minds, on our lips, and in our hearts.  

*GOSPEL READING John 3:16-25 
 God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. Whoever 
believes in him will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe has already been 
condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the only-begotten Son of God. And this 
is the verdict, that the light came into the world, but people preferred darkness to light, because 
their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come 
toward the light, so that his works might not be exposed. But whoever lives the truth comes to 
the light, so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God. 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 R: Praise to you, O Christ.  

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     
	 C: As witness of the Resurrection, the apostles were sent forth to continue the work of   
 Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Let us pray for the mission of the Church and the   
 needs of the world.      
	 	  Silence for reflection. 
 A: That, led by successors of Peter and the apostles, the Church will boldly proclaim the   
 truth of Easter, let us pray to the Lord. 
 R: O God, hear us. 

A: That those who guide the economy of nations will distribute resources fairly among all 
peoples, let us pray to the Lord.  

 R: O God, hear us. 
 A: That people weighed down by guilt may find pardon and peace in the Divine Mercy,   
 let us pray to the Lord. 
 R: O God, hear us. 
 A: That our working week will be transformed by the joy of Easter, let us pray to the   
 Lord. 
 R: O God, hear us. 
 A: That the risen Christ will bring the dead to share in his victory, let us pray to the Lord. 
 R: O God, hear us. 
 C: As your people continue the work of the apostolic witnesses, we beseech you, most   
 merciful Father, to grant our petitions, through Christ our Lord.    
 R: Amen.  
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MEAL 
*OFFERING PRAYERS 
	 C: Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread   
 to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the   
 bread of life. 
 R: Blessed be God forever.  

C: By the mystery of this water and wine may we come to share in the divinity of Christ, 
who humbled himself to share in our humanity.  

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to 
offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink. 

 R: Blessed be God forever. 

C: Lord God, we ask you to receive us and be pleased with the worship we offer you with 
humble and contrite heart. 

Lord, wash away my iniquity; cleanse me from my sin. 

Pray brothers and sisters that my sacrifice of praise and yours may be acceptable to God  
the almighty Father. 
R: May the Lord accept our sacrifice of praise for the glory of his name, for our 
good, and the good of all his holy Church. 

 C: Lord God, by this holy exchange of gifts you share with us your divine life. Grant that   
 everything we do may be directed by the knowledge of your truth. We ask this in the   
 name of Jesus the Lord. 
 R: Amen.


*DIALOGUE 
 C: The Lord be with you. 
 R: And also with you. 
 C: Lift up your hearts. 
 R: We lift them to the Lord. 
 C: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 R: It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

*PREFACE 
 C: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks   
 and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. And so, with the Church   
 on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
R: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

  4



*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 C: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 
 Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
 You have filled all creation with light and life; 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations. 
 You rescued Israel, your chosen people. 
 Through the prophets you renewed your promise; 
 and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son, 
 who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom 
 and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

 On the night he was betrayed, 
 he took bread and gave you thanks and praise. 
 He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
 Take this, all of you, and eat it:  
 this is my body which will be given up for you. 

 When supper was ended, he took the cup. 
 Again he gave you thanks and praise,  
 gave the cup to his disciples, and said: 
 Take this, all of you, and drink from it: 
 this is the cup of my blood, 
 the blood of the new and everlasting covenant.  
 It will be shed for you and for many so that sins may be forgiven.  
 Do this in memory of me. 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
 we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 R: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  

 C: Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup 
 we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 
 And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share   
 with us the great and promised feast. 

 Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
 the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection, 
 that we who receive the Lord's body and blood ☩ 
 may live to the praise of your glory 
 and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

 Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, 
 and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes    
 as victorious Lord of all. 
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 Through him, with him, in him,  
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
 all glory and honor is yours,  
 almighty Father, forever and ever. 
 R: Amen.  

*LORD’S PRAYER 

 C: Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Savior gave us.  
  R: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

C: Deliver us, Lord, from every evil, and grant us peace in our day. In your mercy keep   
 us from sin and protect us from all anxiety as we wait in joyful hope for the coming of   
 our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

R: Amen.  

*PEACE 
 C: Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles; I leave you peace, my peace I give you.   
 Look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and grant us the peace and unity of   
 your kingdom where you live forever and ever. 
 R: Amen.  

 C: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 R: And also with you. 

*LAMB OF GOD 
 R: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
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*FRACTION 
C: This the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Happy are those who are   

 called to his supper. 
R: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be 
healed.  

COMMUNION 
All baptized Christians who acknowledge the Real Presence of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Bread and Wine are 

welcome to receive the Sacrament. Directions for distribution are found in the announcements section of this 
bulletin. If you would prefer a blessing come forward and cross your arms over your chest.  

Taste and see that the Lord is good! 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER (for those who are watching via live-stream) 
A: My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love you 
above all things and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were 
already there, and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen. 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
	 C: Let us pray.  Merciful Father, may these mysteries give us a new purpose and bring us   
 to a new life in you. Grant this through Christ our Lord. 
 R: Amen. 

SENDING 
*BLESSING 
 C: The Lord be with you. 
 R: And also with you. 
  We make the sign of the cross as God blesses us this day.  
 C: May almighty God bless you,  

the Father, and the Son, ☩ and the Holy Spirit. 
 R: Amen. 

*DISMISSAL 
 C: The Worship is ended, go in peace. 
 R: Thanks be to God. 

THOSE SERVING TODAY: 
Celebrant           The Rev. W. L. Barnes, III, STS 
Assistant            Gen Whitehaus 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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STEWARDSHIP/GIVING (March 31, 2021) 
2021 Approved Budget $246,000.00 

 Income: $45,993.08  Love of Family 2021 Contributions: $250  
 Expenses: $56,945.21 Local Food Pantry 202 Contributions: $750 
 Deficit -$10,952.13 Capital Improvement 2021 Contributions: $905 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

This week at Shells: 
Apr. 14 at 9am - Liturgy of Holy Eucharist  

Wednesday of the Second Week of Easter  
Apr. 18 at 9am - Liturgy of Holy Eucharist  

The Third Sunday of Easter 
Apr. 18 at 9am Children & Youth Sunday School  

Apr. 18 at 10am Hand Chime Choir 
Apr. 18 at 10:15am Adult Forum 

SHELLS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A congregation of the Lower Susquehanna Synod of the ELCA 

287 Shells Church Rd. 
Grantville, PA 17028 

Office phone: 717-469-2586 
Church website: www.shellschurch.org 

The Rev. W. L. Barnes, III, STS, Pastor 
Cell: 717-870-4505 

Email: fatherbarnes3@gmail.com 
Barbara Dupler, Director of Music 

Email: scdbjd@aol.com 
Theresa Reidmiller, Administrative Assistant 

Email: shellsadmin@shellschurch.org 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Visit us on Facebook and “like” our church page: 
Shells Evangelical Lutheran Church 

We have WiFi! 
Network Name: ShellsLutheran 

Password: GodIsAwesome (case-sensitive)
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