
LITURGY OF HOLY EUCHARIST 
The Second Sunday of Easter 

April 11, 2021 
C – Celebrant D - Deacon A - Assistant L – Lector  R – Response 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We are a community of the Triune God, nourished by Word and Sacrament, sent forth by the Holy Spirit into the 
Grantville community and beyond to share the life-changing news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed.  

GATHERING 
WELCOME 
PRELUDE 
*GATHERING HYMN 
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*INVOCATION 
  We make the sign of the cross in remembrance of our Baptism.  

C: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, ☩ and of the Holy Spirit. 
 R: Amen. 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 
C: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

 R: And also with you.  

*PENITENTIAL RITE 
C: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

  Silence for reflection. 
 C: Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life: Lord have mercy. 
 R: Lord, have mercy. 
 C: Lord Jesus, your forgive our sins: Christ have mercy.  
 R: Christ have mercy. 
 C: Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body and blood: Lord, have mercy. 
 R: Lord, have mercy. 

C: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting 
life. 

 R: Amen.  
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*GLORY TO GOD 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 C: Let us pray. Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the festival of our Lord’s    
 resurrection. Graciously help us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say   
 and do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the   
 Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 
 R: Amen.  
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WORD 
FIRST READING Acts 4:32-35 
           L: A reading from Acts.  
 Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 
With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ 
feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 R: Thanks be to God.  

PSALM 133 (sung responsively)  
 Oh, how good and pleas- | ant it is, 
   when brethren live togeth- | er in unity! 
  It is like fine oil up- | on the head 
  that runs down up- | on the beard, 
  upon the | beard of Aaron, 
  and runs down upon the collar | of his robe. 
 It is like the | dew of Hermon 
 that falls upon the | hills of Zion. 
 For there the Lord has or- | dained the blessing: 
  life for- | evermore.  

SECOND READING                          1 John 1:1-2:2

 L: A reading from First John.  
 We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 
with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life
— this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life 
that was with the Father and was revealed to us—we declare to you what we have seen and heard 
so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and 
with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. This is 
the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is 
no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, 
we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he 
who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we 
say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. My little children, I 
am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 
and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
 This is the Word of the Lord.   
 R: Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 C: The Lord be with you. 
 R: And also with you. 
  C: A reading from the holy gospel according to John.  
 R: Glory to you, O Lord. 
           We make the sign of the cross with our right thumb on our forehead, lips, and heart to symbolize the 
             gospel being present in our minds, on our lips, and in our hearts.  

*GOSPEL READING                  John 20:19-31 

 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the 
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in 
the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were 
again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here 
and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did 
many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these 
are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name. 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 R: Praise to you, O Christ.  

HOMILY 
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*NICENE CREED                  
 We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven; 
  We bow our heads in honor of the mystery of the Incarnation. 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
 and was made man. 
  Our heads are raised.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
 and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    
 C: As witness of the Resurrection, the apostles were sent forth to continue the work of   
 Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Let us pray for the mission of the Church and the   
 needs of the world.      
	 	  Silence for reflection. 
 A: That, led by the example of Peter and the apostles, the Church will boldly proclaim the 
 truth of Easter, let us pray to the Lord. 
 R: O God, hear us. 

A: That those who guide the economy of nations will distribute resources fairly among all 
peoples, let us pray to the Lord.  

 R: O God, hear us. 
 A: That people weighed down by guilt may find pardon and peace in the Divine Mercy,   
 let us pray to the Lord. 
 R: O God, hear us. 
 A: That our working week will be transformed by the joy of Easter, let us pray to the   
 Lord. 
 R: O God, hear us. 
 A: That the risen Christ will bring the dead to share in his victory, let us pray to the Lord. 
 R: O God, hear us. 
 C: As your people continue the work of the apostolic witnesses, we beseech you, most   
 merciful Father, to grant our petitions, through Christ our Lord.    
 R: Amen.  

Please be seated. 

OFFERTORY/PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
Please rise at the direction of the Celebrant. 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
 C: Pray brothers and sisters that my sacrifice of praise and yours may be acceptable to   
 God the almighty Father. 

R: May the Lord accept our sacrifice of praise for the glory of his name, for our 
good, and the good of all his holy Church. 

 C: Lord, through faith and baptism we have become a new creation. Accept the offerings   
 of your people and bring us to eternal happiness. Grant this through Christ our Lord.  
 R: Amen. 
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*DIALOGUE 
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*PREFACE 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 C: Father, you are holy indeed, 
 and all creation rightly gives you praise. 
 All life, all holiness comes from you 
 through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 by the working of the Holy Spirit. 
 From age to age you gather a people to yourself, 
 so that from east to west  
 a perfect offering may be made  
 to the glory of your name. 
 And so, Father, we bring you these gifts. 
 We ask you to make them holy by the power of your Spirit. 
 that they may become the body and blood  
 of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 at whose command we celebrate this eucharist. 

 On the night he was betrayed,  
 he took bread and gave you thanks and praise. 
 He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
 Take this, all of you, and eat it:  
 this is my body which will be given up for you. 
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 When supper was ended, he took the cup. 
 Again he gave you thanks and praise,  
 gave the cup to his disciples, and said: 
 Take this, all of you, and drink from it: 
 this is the cup of my blood, 
 the blood of the new and everlasting covenant.  
 It will be shed for you and for many so that sins may be forgiven.  
 Do this in memory of me. 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 C: Father, calling to mind the death your Son  
 endured for our salvation,  
 his glorious resurrection and ascension into heaven, 
 and ready to greet him when he comes again, 
 we offer you in thanksgiving our sacrifice of praise. 
 Look with favor on your Church,  
 and see the Victim whose death has reconciled us to yourself. 
 Grant that we, who are nourished by his body and blood, 
 may be filled with his Holy Spirit, 
 and become one body, one spirit in Christ.  
 May he make us an everlasting gift to you 
 and enable us to share in the inheritance of your saints, 
 with Mary the virgin Mother of God; 
 with the apostles, the martyrs, and all your saints. 
 Strengthen in faith and love your pilgrim Church on earth; 
 you servant Elizabeth our Presiding Bishop, 
 James our Bishop, and all the bishops, 
 with the clergy and the entire people 
 your Son has gained for you. 
 Father, hear the prayers of the family you have gathered here before you. 
 In mercy and love unite all your children wherever they may be. 
 Welcome into your kingdom our departed brothers and sisters, 
 and all who have left this world in your friendship. 
 We hope to enjoy forever the vision of your glory, 
 through Christ our Lord, from whom all good things come. 
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 Through him, with him, in him,  
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
 all glory and honor is yours,  
 almighty Father, forever and ever. 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Savior gave us.  

  R: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

              C: Deliver us, Lord, from every evil, and grant us peace in our day. In your mercy keep  
             us from sin and protect us from all anxiety as we wait in joyful hope for the coming of  
             our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
             R: Amen. 

*PEACE 
 C: Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles; I leave you peace, my peace I give you.   
 Look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and grant us the peace and unity of   
 your kingdom where you live forever and ever. 
 R: Amen.  

 C: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 R: And also with you. 

  12



*LAMB OF GOD  

*FRACTION 
C: This the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Happy are those who are   

 called to his supper. 
R: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be 
healed.  

Please be seated.  

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER (for those viewing via live-stream) 
A: My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love you 
above all things and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were 
already there, and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 All baptized Christians who acknowledge the Real Presence of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Bread and Wine 
 are welcome to receive the Sacrament. Directions for distribution are found in the announcements section   
 of this bulletin. If you would prefer a blessing come forward and cross your arms over your chest.  
 Taste and see that the Lord is good! 

Please rise at the direction of the Celebrant.  
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*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 C: Let us pray.  Almighty God, may the Easter sacraments we have received live forever   
 in our minds and hearts. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 R: Amen. 

SENDING 
*BLESSING 
 C: The Lord be with you. 
 R: And also with you. 
  We make the sign of the cross as God blesses us this day.  
 C: May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, ☩ and the Holy Spirit. 
 R: Amen. 

*DISMISSAL 
 C: The Worship is ended, go in peace. 
 R: Thanks be to God.  
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*SENDING HYMN 

*POSTLUDE 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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THOSE SERVING TODAY: 
Celebrant/Homilist     The Rev. W. L. Barnes, III, STS 
Assistant/Lector    Karen Gussler 
Organist      Barbara Dupler 
Greeters/Ushers Tom & Sandy Mader 
Altar Guild Louise & Karen 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

THOSE SERVING NEXT WEEK: 
Celebrant/Homilist     The Rev. W. L. Barnes, III, STS 
Assistant/Lector    Karlene Jaggan 
Organist      Barbara Dupler 
Greeters/ Ushers Bert & Karen Gussler 
Altar Guild Terry, Diane S & Katie 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

STEWARDSHIP/GIVING (March 31, 2021) 
2021 Approved Budget $246,000.00 

 Income: $45,993.08  Love of Family 2021 Contributions: $250  
 Expenses: $56,945.21 Local Food Pantry 202 Contributions: $750 
 Deficit -$10,952.13 Capital Improvement 2021 Contributions: $905 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

COMMUNION DISTRUBUTION INSTRUCTIONS 
Beginning with the lectern side rear of the church, please leave your pew by the side aisle 
and proceed to the back of the building to receive hand sanitizer from the Greeter/Usher. 
Make your way down the center aisle and pick up a communion glass from the tray on 
your right. Receive our Lord Jesus’ body from the Celebrant and his Precious Blood from 
the Assistant and consume both elements. Please place your used communion glass in the 
basin on the table by the pillar and return to your seat by the side aisle. Those seated on the 
organ side of the church will follow the same process after the assembly on the lectern side 
have communed.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Altar Flowers: People are needed to sponsor weekly Altar flowers. The following Sundays are 
available: April 18, 25, May 9, 16, 23, June 6, 20, 27, July 4, 18, August 1, 8, 29, September 26, 
October 17, 24,31, November 14,21 and December 19, 26. Cost is $28 for the 2 vases. Half price 
if there are 2 families that sponsor on the same date. If you want to sponsor flowers and are 
not coming to Church services, please call the church office to see which Sundays are 
available. Flowers can be picked up after the church service at the Christian Ed Building bottom 
doors." 
______________________________________________________________________________
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Lutheran World Relief is in need of 60" x 80" (only this size) quilts, that they will distribute 
throughout the world.  Today and every day, Lutheran World Relief Quilts are a reminder to 
families that even in the midst of crisis, they are not alone. These will be taken to Maryland in 
June and October. If you have any questions please contact Sheryl Rozman at 717-805-7843. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
We are going to be putting personal care kits together for Lutheran World Relief.  The 
items needed for the kits are as follows: 
 -light-weight bath-size towels (Between 20” x 40” and 52” x 27”), dark color    
 recommended. 
 -bath-size bars of soap in original wrapping 
 -adult-size toothbrushes in original packaging 
 -sturdy combs 
 -metal nail clippers 
Please let Vicki Hilbert know if you are able to help and or donate any of the above items. Please 
call (717) 533-7142 or email vhilbert1@comcast.net.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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This week at Shells: 
Apr 11 at 9am - Liturgy of Holy Eucharist 

The Second Sunday of Easter 
Apr 11 at 9am - Children and Youth Sunday School 

Apr 11 at 10:15am - Adult Forum 
Apr 12 - No Bible Study 

Apr. 14 at 10am Liturgy of Holy Eucharist  
Wednesday of the Second week of Easter 

Apr. 18 at 9am - Liturgy of Holy Eucharist  
The Third  Sunday of Easter 

Apr 18 at 9am - Children and Youth Sunday School  
Apr 18 at 10am - Hand chime choir 
Apr. 18 at 10:15am - Adult Forum 
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SHELLS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A congregation of the Lower Susquehanna Synod of the ELCA 

287 Shells Church Rd. 
Grantville, PA 17028 

Office phone: 717-469-2586 
Church website: www.shellschurch.org 

The Rev. W. L. Barnes, III, STS, Pastor 
Cell: 717-870-4505 

Email: fatherbarnes3@gmail.com 
Barbara Dupler, Director of Music 

Email: scdbjd@aol.com 
Theresa Reidmiller, Administrative Assistant 

Email: shellsadmin@shellschurch.org 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Visit us on Facebook and “like” our church page: 
Shells Evangelical Lutheran Church 

We have WiFi! 
Network Name: ShellsLutheran 

Password: GodIsAwesome (case-sensitive)
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